
A very Happy New Year to you all. 
I hope you have had an enjoyable time over the festive period and that all of your arrangements went 
to plan this year, despite concerns over Omicron. 
In the lead up to Christmas I know that lots of Groups had special events and hopefully some are 
documented in this Newsletter. Here is a flavour of what we did in the Groups I belong to: 
Art Appreciation 3 – our theme was Christmas Animals in Art. Each member talked about two 
paintings or artistic creations featuring animals/birds. Items included Bruegel’s Hunters in the Snow, 
Louis Wain’s Christmas Cats and even crocheted Reindeer.  
Shakespeare Group 4 – we watched the Al Pacino film of ‘The Merchant of Venice’, agreeing that this 
is our favourite cinematic version. 
Poetry – we continued our topic of favourite poets and many of us included poems with a seasonal 
theme, such as Christina Rossetti’s poem ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’, which we all know as a Christmas 
carol. 
The start of a new year is always a time for planning and in the current uncertain circumstances, your 
Committee has decided to postpone the AGM - see Carol’s article elsewhere in this edition. But on a 
more positive note, we want to develop our plans for u3a Day and the u3a 40th Anniversary, so if you 
have any thoughts on these, please talk to one of the Committee. 
Looking ahead, we want to recruit a couple of people to the Committee to help with Publicity or 
Events. We also hope that a few more of you will volunteer to help serve refreshments at the monthly 
meetings and, in addition, we need someone to set up the PA system for our monthly meetings. 
Neither of these requires a huge commitment, but would greatly help with the preparations for the 
meetings. Also, if the Annual Competition is to continue at the end of this year, we need an organiser. 
Help is available for all of the above! 
I don’t make New Year’s resolutions but my aim is to visit some Groups this year, virus permitting, so 
please do invite me to pop along. 
Thank you for your support in 2021 and I hope to see you soon, 

           Gill 
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Oundle and District u3a Monthly Meetings     Gill Phillips 

Our meeting in December was very well attended as always, with plenty of mulled wine and mince pies 
for all. We were impressed by the competition entries which Jane Morris had displayed and amazed at 
the skills of many of our members. 

 
 
We were entertained by Alan Tumber who fulfilled his promise to provide us 
with a multi-media extravaganza entitled ‘Rhyme nor Reason: ‘Tis the 
Season’. With his trusty guitar in hand, Alan shared Christmas songs 
(including one of his own), poetry, cartoons, live music and videos, all based 
on Christmas traditions.  

 
 
Monday 10th January 2022 
 
Our first meeting of 2022 is on Monday 10th January when Robert Kendall will talk to us on the subject of 
‘Mackintosh and the Chelsea Peers’.  

 
Rob is a Trustee of 78 Derngate and has spoken previously on the 
influence of Charles Rennie Mackintosh on this house in Northampton.  
At this meeting he will talk to us about 
Mackintosh’s time in Chelsea from 1915 until 
1923, along with his stay in France and a 
broad-stroke view of other artists and 
architects in London at the time.  
 

Rob’s talk will also include a consideration of the Bauhaus movement 
prevalent in the early 1920s. The title of the presentation is a deliberate pun 
on the book ‘The Chelsea Years’, which was produced by the Hunterian Art 
Gallery in Glasgow.  
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We very much hope to hold this meeting “live” at the Queen Victoria Hall, but in view of 
the recent changes and speculation about any further restrictions, please check the website for further 
announcements in the New Year. 
 
 
Monday 14th February 2022 
 
Michael Brown (The Historic Gardener): The Language of Flowers 
Known widely as ‘The Historic Gardener’, Michael Brown worked as a 
Head Gardener and taught Horticulture at Moulton College. He 
designed the Medieval Gardens at the Prebendal Manor in Nassington 
and now gives talks and displays on historic gardening. 
 
In this talk Michael will be telling us about a Victorian gentleman’s 
amorous adventures described through the now mostly forgotten 
language of flowers. Flowers, social history and romance; what more 
could you ask for on Valentine’s Day?  
 
 
 
 



Notification of Postponement of AGM 
 
As you are all aware, there is currently a high degree of uncertainty in relation to Covid, which makes 
planning for events difficult. We were due to hold our AGM at the start of our February 14th 2022 
Meeting and the usual process of informing Members and calling for resolutions and nominations is 
due to begin. You may remember that our 2021 AGM was eventually held online in May and, under our 
Constitution, we have 15 months before we must hold another one. Your Committee has agreed that, in 
these circumstances, we will postpone the AGM for now and hopefully reschedule as soon as possible, 
once it is more comfortable for us to meet in person and we have more certainty of reaching a 
quorum. We will let you know in due course whether the February Monthly Meeting itself will take place 
in the Queen Victoria Hall or whether we will find a speaker for a Zoom session. 
 
All of your current Committee are prepared to carry on in their roles but we would be really grateful for 
any expressions of interest from other people in at least talking to us about how we work together to 
run our u3a. In many ways the Committee is like another u3a Group because there is a lot of 
discussion, humour and friendship. So if your motivation for joining the Oundle and District u3a was to 
meet new people, keep your brain cells working, and be an active contributor to the life of the local 
community, please get in touch with Gill Potts, our Chair, or any other Committee Member and discuss 
your potential interest with us. 
 
Carol Sandall 
Business Secretary 
 

‘Carousel’ at Kilworth Theatre     Nadine Edwards 
 

A reminder that the last date for booking is 10th January 2022. 
 
The date is 29th June 2022.  
 
Cost per person is:  £88 coach, lunch and theatre ticket 
 
or if you prefer to take your own picnic, £56 coach and theatre ticket 
 
 
If you want to book, the last chance is at the January meeting on the 10th or 
contact Nadine Edwards on 01832 274521 to book your place. 
 

 
A Reminder from the Treasurer!    Barbara Ding oundleu3atreasurer@gmail.com   
Please don’t forget your annual membership subscription is due on 1st January 2022. It remains at 
£15.00 for 2022 (and £11.50 for Associate Members who pay the full subscription at another u3a).  
The preferred ways to pay your subscription are by Bank Transfer or Standing Order and full details 
were emailed to you. By far the most important thing to remember when paying by BACS or direct 
credit is to give your membership number as a reference to identify your payment. Without your name 
and membership number (and the membership number of a spouse or partner you’re paying for) it’s 
really difficult to identify who has paid. Your membership number is printed underneath the barcode 
on your new style membership card. Any problems, or if you need our u3a bank details again, please 
contact me (email address above), or the Membership Secretary, Barbara Betts on 
oundleu3amembership@gmail.com Happy New Year! Stay safe and well.  
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS   Lidia Douglas groupscoordinatoroundleu3a@gmail.com. 
 
Kingfishers Walking Group. 
We are very sorry to announce that the Kingfishers Walking Group will not be continuing in 2022. Jane 
Blackford and Gill Coffey have done a wonderful job over the years organising and leading the group 
but are now unable to keep on with the role of joint group leaders. They have asked whether any of 
their members would like to take this on but as yet no one has come forward so their last walk was on 
December 15th. Our three walking groups have always been very popular and all have between 30-40 
members, so we keep hoping that in the New Year we will be able to start it up again – please do think 
about taking on the role and as Jane and Gill have shown it does not have to be just one person. 
 
Oundle Local History Group 
As one group finishes, the picture is not too gloomy because we have the beginning of another new 
group. This is another local history group which will meet on the second Wednesday of every month at 
10.30am in a member’s house. It has got off with a very enthusiastic start. As most of the members are 
new to the area they are very interested in starting with the history, architecture and development of 
Oundle itself and will then branch out to surrounding villages. Kirsten was very kind to send a detailed 
resume of what Local History Group 1 had done over the past ten years which gave a good starting 
discussion for what the group wanted to do.  
 
Singing Group 
This is doing very well. Gill Potts has kindly offered to take it over at the moment. It is obviously a very 
popular activity because there are at least 30 interested members. Evelyn is also a marvellous pianist 
to accompany them. They meet on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm at the Methodist Hall. 
We shall be expecting great things from them and certainly a performance for us at the Victoria Hall! 
 
The Birding Group had a very enjoyable talk and quiz morning, followed by an excellent buffet lunch on 
16th December at Oundle Golf Club, which made a fine venue. It was attended by 18 members. 
 
Possible New groups 

We have members interested in Italian Conversation – is there anyone in the membership who is 
willing to be their Group Leader? 

We are still looking for interested members in: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are, then please contact Lidia Douglas on the email above – or through the contacts page on the 
website. We have members willing to be group leaders and start these groups but just need interested 
members! 
 
 

Chinwaggers 
Just a note to let you know that the next Chinwaggers meeting will be on January 27th in 
the Snug at the Talbot Hotel, 10.00am - restrictions allowing. 
 

  

 

 Chess 
 Badminton 
 Cheese skittles  
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Annual Competition         Jane Morris 
The Art and Photography sections were judged this year by Jeremy Green who 
founded the Canon Gallery in 1985 having previously worked for a London Gallery. 
Over the years he has had many exhibitions of Contemporary artists and helped 
set up the Chichester Open Art Exhibition. He moved to this area 15 years ago and 
opened the Gallery in New Street in Oundle in April 2021. The gallery specialises 
and deals in British and European 18th, 19th and 20th century oils and 
watercolours. They hold various exhibitions throughout the year and the 
programme for 2022 includes works by Bernard 
Kay and Ernest Edwards. The gallery will also 
feature a wide range of work by contemporary 
artists, so why not pop in if you are passing? He 

awarded 1st Prize in the Art section to Rosemary Weatherburn for her 
Modern Take on an Old Dutch Master, 2nd Prize to Sheila Henderson and 
3rd Prize to Jane Hayward. In the Photography section he awarded 1st 
prize to Barbara Betts for her portrait of a man on the street, 2nd prize 
went to Madeleine Sewter and 3rd to Jane Morris. 

Our judge for the Craft section was Caroline Kisby, from Pink House Arts CIC. 
As well as being a textile artist, she is a qualified adult education tutor and an 
experienced Arts in Health practitioner. Pink House Arts specialises in organising 
craft clubs, events and workshops in rural communities. During the coronavirus 
pandemic they have delivered craft Activity Bags to housebound people across East 
Northants, working with libraries and other organisations to reach as many people 
as possible. Pink House hopes to recommence face-to-face meetings and craft 
sessions in libraries and village halls during 2022. For more information email 
info@pinkhousearts.org.uk or call (01832) 226268. Caroline awarded 1st Prize to 
Annie O’Brien for her Blackbird scraperboard, 2nd to Therese Foster and 3rd to Sue 
Wilkinson.  

The Stitchcraft judge this year was Ali Osborn, who recently opened Little 
Blue in the Market Square. She very generously donated the first prize for this 
section which she awarded to Kirsten Harbott for her cross-stitch cushion showing 
her granddaughter picking flowers under the apple tree. 2nd prize was awarded to 
Carole Bancroft-Turner for her Luna Lapin toy and 3rd prize to Mary Linsell for her 
knitted jumper.  

Brand new for 2021 was the Floral Art section 
which was judged for us by Ann Marie Kendrick who has 
Cert. Ed Diplomas and qualifications in flower arranging 
and floristry. Ann Marie is a National Teacher, 
Demonstrator, Speaker, Judge and Competitor and Exhibitor in World Shows in 
Glasgow, Japan, USA, Barbados, Pakistan and Ireland.  She taught at the famous 
Knightsbridge school and owned her own Flower Shop, 'Bloomingdales', in 
Ipswich. She has represented Great Britain in a WAFA world show using the 
famous ceramic poppies made for the Tower of London 100th Anniversary which 
were much admired worldwide. So we had an admirably qualified to judge our 
u3a flower arrangers. She gave 1st Prize for a Christmas table decoration to Sheila 
Henderson.  

And last but not least, the Writing Prose and Poetry sections were judged by Joey Coleman, known 
to many of you from Colemans of Oundle and the Book Shop which they took over in 2010. Joey joined our 
judging panel for the first time last year when the sections were judged digitally. At least this year she 
could hold them in her hand to consider which were her favourites. She awarded 1st Prize in the Prose to 
Madeleine Sewter, 2nd to Jane Morris and 3rd to Chris Wilkin. Jill Rundle won 1st Prize in the Poetry section, 
Penny Jessep won 2nd and Jane Morris 3rd.  
All the entries were on display at our Christmas event in December and the entries in the Writing sections 
will again be available to read hopefully at the January Monthly meeting.   
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Art Appreciation Group 2     Sylvia Woodhead 
 

“A picture paints a thousand ………” or perhaps just 16? 
 
Art Appreciation 2 has 16 members and is in its 11th year with almost half of the original members still 
attending. New members are welcome and bring new interests. Each year we try to include topics 
representing members’ interest and a variety of eras, genres and countries. We have also visited 
galleries and exhibitions and always look at what exhibitions there are around us. In our sessions we 
often concentrate on the life and works of an individual artist, watching a relevant video and then 
looking at important works and discuss them. In July 2019, we focused on the art of the self-portrait, 
from ancient to modern. We looked at how artists choose to represent themselves and the “props” 
they include. Group members each brought an item to the meeting to represent themselves. Here is 
the Art Appreciation Group 2 profile selfie. 
 

 
 
 
Albrecht Dürer was one of the earliest and most prolific self-
portraitists.  His earliest selfie, see right, completed in 1484 when he 
was just 13 years old, features in The National Gallery’s current 
exhibition. 
 
The exhibition runs until 27th February.  Find out more here: 
The Credit Suisse Exhibition: Dürer's Journeys: Travels of a Renaissance 
Artist | Exhibitions | National Gallery, London 
 
 
 
COVID was a challenge for us because we could not meet and members were not keen to Zoom, but 
we managed to have themes and links circulated so that we could continue to research artists. We 
have all greatly enjoyed being back together again in our live sessions and look forward to exploring 
our list of topics for the rest of the year. 
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New Year’s Quiz   
PART ONE 
As we say farewell to the Old Year and welcome to the New Year, can you find all the answers to these 
questions containing the word NEW? 
1. Which dystopian social science fiction novel by Aldous Huxley was published in 1932? 
2. Which English football team has the nickname The Magpies because of their black and white strip?   
3. Which Suffolk racecourse shares its name with a card game? 
4. Which territory voted in December to remain part of France? 
5. Lenny Henry’s earliest television appearance was on which show in 1975? 
6. Which English actor and singer was married to Joan Collins between 1963 and 1970?  
7. Frankie Valli was born in which US State? 
8. People associated with which country are known as Kiwis? 
9. Which theme song for the eponymous movie, written by Burt Bacharach and Hal David, was sung 

by Tom Jones? It was released in 1965. 
10. Albany is the capital of which US State? 

 
PART TWO – New Year Trivia 
1. In which country is it customary to eat 12 grapes – one at each stroke of the clock at midnight on 

New Year’s Eve. Each grape represents good luck for one month of the coming year.  
2. On New Year's Day 1993, which former country effectively split into two?  
3. Is American Samoa in the South Pacific Ocean the first or last place to see in the new year.   
4. New Year's Eve is also known by which Saint's Day in many countries: (a) Saint Sylvester, (b) Saint 

Theobald, or (c) Saint Felix?  
5. Nicknamed 'the Granddaddy of Them All', which annual American college football bowl game is 

usually played on January the 1st?  
6. Is the Chinese New Year commonly referred to as the Winter, Spring, Summer, or Autumn Festival?   
7. The village of Allendale, famous for its New Year fire festival, is in which English county?  
8.  The month of January is named after which Roman god of doorways? 
9. In which European country is it a tradition to jump from a chair right before midnight and also 

smash plates against friends' doors?  
10. On January 1st 1881, Ferdinand de Lesseps began French construction on which great civil 

engineering project?  
 
Christmas 2021 Quiz Answers 
Part One 
1.Noel Gallagher; 2. Noel Coward; 3. Elsie Noel Dyson; 4. Noel Streatfeild; 5. Noele Gordon; 6. Noel 
Anthony Clarke; 7. Noel Edmunds; 8. Noel Fielding; 9. Ricky Martin; 10. Justin Trudeau; 11. Humphrey 
Bogart; 12. Sir Isaac Newton 
 
Part Two 
1.Capricorn; 2. 1843; 3. Indian Ocean; 4. Cupid; 5. Krampus; 6. Advent; 7. St Stephen;  
8. Poinsettia; 9. Soot; 10. Cinderella; 11. A Button; 12. Winter Solstice 
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